





Many thanks to ANN LANDERS .

The following column is reproduced
with her permission:

DEAR ANN LANDERS: My favorite subject is
Latin, When I tell this to my friends, they
look at me as if ] am crazy. Just today some-
body said, "I wouldn't take Latin for all the
money in the world. It's a dead language."

I must admit, I've never heard people
talking to each other in Latin, the way they do
in Spanish or French, but Latin helps people
understand all languages, For example, 1
understand English a lot better because I know
some Latin. In the last two years my vocabu-
lary has increased tremendously.,

Kids don't pay much attention to what I
say, but they listen to Ann Landers, so please
say something good about Latin, Thank you.--
A LATIN LOVER.

DEAR LOVER: Your letter hit me where it
hurt. If I could live my high school years over,
the one thing | would do differently would be
to take Latin, 1l ducked it because [, too,
thought it was a dead language, and I have
regretted it ever since,

(Special credit to The Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis, Indiana,
in which the above column first appeared, and to Publishers-
Hall Syndicate .)



AUGMENTING READING SKILLS THROUGH LANGUAGE
LEARNING TRANSFER

In the summer of 1973, the Indianapolis Public Schools recelved
a Title III grant of $32,250,00 to develop a project which is
predicated on the hypothesis that significant English language
skills and the control of syntactic structures can be measurably
improved through participation in a specially designed Latin
FLES program which stresses the importance of Latin root
words. The general goals of this project are to assess whether
or not the study of Latin and classical civilization will:
1. expand the verbal functioning of sixth grade
children in English
2, broaden their cultural horizons and stimulate an
interest in humanities ,

The project is directed toward approximately 400 sixth grade
students in six schools, Two additional schools with approxi-
mately 100 sixth grade students were selected to function as
control groups, All participating students are studying Latin
and classical civilization in a program coordinated with their
work in their regular classes. There is a thirty-minute lesson
each day five days per week taught by a Latin specialist, The
complete battery (Form H) of the intermediate Metropolitan
Achievement Test was used as a pretest in October, 1973 and
(Form F) was used as a post test in March, 1974,

At the end of the first year of this three year project, the ex-
perimental group has shown within a 5 month period between
the pretest and post test a gain on the following subtests of the
intermediate battery of the Metropolitan Test as follows: 8
months on Word Knowledge, 1 year in Reading, 1 year and 1
month in Language, 4 months in Spelling, 7 months in Math
Computation, 8 months in Math Concepts, 9 months in Math
Problem Solving, 5 months in Science, and 7 months in Social
Studies ,

(Reproduced with permission of Miss Rita Sheridan, Director,
ESEA Title Ill Project, Indianapolis, Indiana)















"COMMENTS ON SOME CURRENT VOCABULARY RESEARCH

"The Laboratory stresses the importance of foreign
language study in expanding one's knowledge of English. In
Washington, the foreign language backgrounds of 220 examinees
were tabulated and compared with their English vocabulary
levels,...Those examinees with no foreign language back-
ground had an average English vocabulary percentile of 28;
those with Latin and another language averaged 58....

"In related research, Richard Bowker of the Boston
Laboratory has conducted a preliminary examination of the
effect of Latin study on vocabulary level, He administered
a vocabulary test to two groups of juniors at a private Boston
high school, ..One group has had two years of Latin in
addition to a modern language and the other group has taken
two years of a modern language but no Latin,...

"Bowker found that the Latin group scored higher than the
non-Latin group on the vocabulary test. The difference was
small--about five words on a 150 word test--but statistically
significant....

"The advantage from studying Latin may be more the
simple awareness that words have precise, definite meanings
and are not merely haphazard indicators of a vague thought,..
The learning of a few new English words is only an incidental
part of the study of Latin; an increased understanding of the
nature and purpose of language itself should be a major part
of the study of Latin, or of any foreign language ."*

*Excerpts from Bulletin #115 - Human Engineering Laboratory,
347 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 02116,
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